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of upholding the Jain code of morality and ethics as the only road to salvation. Maridatta, a sensual king, abiding by the advice of his priest, performs a sacrifice in which a pair of each class of living beings is to be slain. Two Jain ascetics, a boy and girl who are in fact the twin children of the king's own sister, are led before him. On enquiry about their identity, the boy narrates the story of their previous lives. He was once king Yasodhara of Ujjain and the girl was then his mother. Then they sacrificed an effigy of a cock made of flour and even for that they had to suffer untold miseries as penalty in successive lives. On hearing that, the king abandons his sacrifice. At the advice of the twins, he determines to win salvation and converts himself with all his relatives and subjects to the Jain faith with the aid of the Jain monk Sudatta.
There are plenty of moral and ethical sentiments in the work which make it more a didactic composition than a literary performance.
Harichandra
Jiyandhara Champu is another champu with a Jain purpose composed by Harichandra, sometime after 900 A. D. The story deals with the life of Jivaka or Jivandhara, the same as the hero of the Gadya. chintamani. The artificial style of the book clearly disproves the identity of this author with Bhattara Harichandra mentioned by Bana. Nor is it possible to ascertain whether he is idetitiQ^l witb t^e author ofe of the work is uncertain;,
